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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“To work towards recognition and respect for the light to a self 
determined future in partnership with the Indigenous Peoples of the 

North-Eastern Region of India, with respect for our ancient inheritance 
building on our faith in humanity’s role of trusteeship   of resources in 

peace with all other peoples” 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
  
As we complete our two decades of service to our communities, our leaders 
and our ancestors, this last year has been another challenging one for CORE. 
Performing the role of a specialized support organisation for grassroots 
community organized and workers has always been a challenging role, 
especially as the ground situation and needs shifts constantly. As our 
interventions and support capacity building activities continue, the needs of 
our partners have transformed from basic requirements to more advanced 
ones.  
 
During this year, we have also had a small change in our Elders’ Council – 
our executive management body. We have had to also shift our working 
office premises twice during the earlier part of 2007 due to many reasons 
including security, infrastructure access and financial considerations. These 
changes have also contributed to the challenges faced by us during the 
period of this report.  
 
Nevertheless, our programmes engagement has continued through the 
generous and encouraging support received from the Norwegian Church Aid, 
a new partner for us, and supports received from other partners and our 
community. It is with these supports that we have continued to play a 
contributing role in the struggle of the indigenous peoples of the Indian 
North-East region for the recognition and realization of our human rights, for 
the preservation of our heritage for future generation and, above all, for 
lasting peace among all peoples. 
 

 
 
Dr Debabrata Roy Laifungbam 
Secretary
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Strategic Interventions 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation and Research 
 
Documentation and research is the back-bone CORE activity. It has been based on 
continuous and systematic processing of information from the newspapers, 
journals, magazine with follow up and research on selected issues or events from 
internet and ground verification. We continued to document violations of human 
rights under special legislation granting impunity to the government and its 
security forces, torture, extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detentions, rape, 
enforced disappearances, and violence against women and children. 
 

Environment and social issues like election violence 
indigenous peoples right to land, water and natural resources 
with special references to gender aspectand rights to 
development. We are also compiling information for the time 
to time social Issues.  Based on this documentation and 
research CORE has developed a numbers of research and 
reports to various united nations and International forums 
including the permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues, the 
working group on Indigenous populations, Convention on 
Climatic Change, World Social Forum, National Police 
Reforms.  CORE has contributed papers, organized side 
events and consulted and provided resources to wide 
spectrum of international, national and regional issues 
platforms. 

 

Library and Resource Centre 
 
CORE has a resource center that has compiled education 
materials, books, information, reports periodicals, journals, 
occasional papers and a range of gray literature for many 
years. We have a modest but unique collection of almost 5500 
books, over 1200 journals and more than 12000 documents. 

Furthermore, our electronic database includes a wide range of reference materials 
and literature acquired from resourceful websites like that of the United Nations 
Treaty Collection (Dag Hammarskjold Library), United Nations Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Human Rights International, Derechos Human 
Rights, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, Physicians for Human 
Rights, the University of Minnesota Human Rights Library and other. We have 
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experimented and begun several time in fits and starts, to establish and provide a 
friendly user service without much success. In this Endeavour, our experience we 
discover has not been very different from many other organizations similar to ours. 
The challenge facing us is to strengthen the management of the library and 
resource system in order to make it more productive and relevant. In order to do 
this to do this we are intending this coming year to build capacity of 23 members of 
CORE to produce regular outputs in the form of periodic News letter to inform our 
partners in the region regarding developing situations and initiatives at the local 
regional and international levels. 

 

Internship, Capacity building and Training: 
 
For several years CORE have been facilitating 
interns from formal institutions as well as those 
independently conducting research or requiring 
field exposure. Each year CORE three such interns 
for varying periods between three and nine months. 
With locals indigenous peoples, human rights 
organizations need skills and information for 
effective monitoring, campaigns and advocacy, 
conducting orientations and capacity-building 
programmers both in situ and at CORE premises, 
informal training workshops. Last year, we were very 

pleased to host two interns with us.  

 

Ms Indira Thounaojam came from the deep south, from the Convergence Institute 
of Media Management and Information Technology Studies (COMMITS) in 
Bangalore as a student of mass communication with a deep interest in the linkages 
between mass communication and human rights education. She completed a one 
month internship with us during she worked with us in our ongoing campaigns. 
 
Ms Lanchingbui Kamei came from New Delhi where she is pursuing her studies in 
human rights at the National Institute of Human Rights. During her stay with 
us,she studied our documentation methods and familiarized herself with the 
human rights situation of Manipur. 

 

Women Leadership Training    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CORE has engaged in a programmed to strengthen women’s capacity to protect 
and promote their rights and to build solidarity and support mechanisms for those 
who have experienced violence either individually or as a group, as women 
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through the programmed women of the state have been slowly beginning to 
mobilize for solidarity and to offer various kinds of support and services to directly 
affected women. We also closely working with many of the traditional Institutions 
and other women’s organization in its various Programmes including in its work 
on support it traumatized people.  
 

 

Natural Resources: Lands, Water and Air  
 

CORE continues research, 
documentation, sensitization and 
advocacy campaigns to restore the 
connectivity of indigenous life and eco-
systems from rampant invasion, 
occupation and erosion of land and land 

rights, process which is destroying the interests of the peoples of the northern 
region. 
 
We concerned with the conservation, promotion, an enrichment transmission 
issues of indigenous cultures assuring ecological and social stability and 
sustainability on various aspect, including the revival of spiritual and equitable 
economic traditions of the peoples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A pilot episodes of “ Two Thirds of Us” on Eesingi Waapham (The Question of 
Water) highlighted the sacred meaning of traditional indigenous attitudes and 
practices, the impacts and consequences of mismanagement and abuse on social, 
biodiversity and ecological balances, of water.  
 

CORE supported local communities to organized public awareness cum protest 
campaign on International River Day, 14 March against environmentally and 
socially disastrous big dams and their financing for private profit by public 
money. 
 
CORE also support several locals organizations and campaign groups working on 
dangerous extractive industries on indigenous lands without prior, free and 
informed consent of the peoples, evections of indigenous from their lands for 
wildlife and forest  conservation projects. 
 
 

Indigenous Peoples’ Survival and Rights       
                                                                                   
Indigenous peoples all over the world are struggling in different ways and widely 
varied contexts for recognition and attainment of basic human rights as individuals 
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and peoples. In the race of developing countries of this continent to achieve or at 
least approximate the economic and political power positions and technological 
status of industrialized states, the greatest casualties are indigenous peoples. 
 

CORE seeks to the 
re-vitalization of 
indigenous 
institutions and 
values, the enhanced 
performance and 

effectiveness of indigenous organizations in the community of nations and peoples 
of the world. 
 

 

Human Rights  
 
CORE consistently monitors the situation of human rights of the indigenous 
peoples in the North Eastern region of India, with special 
attention for the rights of women and children. CORE 
highlighted this concern by women’s issues as the main 
theme of the permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  
 
CORE human rights programme has always attempted to 
comprehensively address all aspects including support to 
victims and survivors of violations and abuse, 
documentation and monitoring, advocacy, training and 
networking. Concerns that are addressed are incidence of 
campaign activists confronting the condition of impunity of 
the State in committing such violations is the overarching 
focus of these activities.  

 
Monitoring, Reporting and Urgent Appeals communication: 
 
CORE regularly launches and transmits appeals for immediate intervention to 
Local, National, Regional, and International Human Rights 
Organizations, including the relevant special thematic 
mechanisms available in the UN, such as the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and other 
thematic mechanisms on torture, enforced disappearances, 

indigenous peoples, human rights defenders, violence 
against women, violence against children, and so forth. 
CORE also issue appeals for national and international 
response on economic, social and cultural rights issues. In 
this regard we have issued appeals on land rights violations 
by proposed mining projects in Meghalaya, proposed mega-
dams and destructive hydro-projects in the region – Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, 
etc. 
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We also consistently report to and interact with the state level and National Human 
Rights Commissions and UN treaty monitoring bodies in cases of violations using 
both individual complaints and alternate periodic reporting procedures. 
 
CORE also communicates and responds to urgent appeals 
initiated by other monitoring NGOs’ organized International 
Women’s Day. 
 
Our support to victims and survivors comprises:   Legal 
advice and assistance, Counseling, with traditional and 
conventional professionals and peers. Healing including 
where required medical support and temporary safe shelter.  
 
Support in organizing community action:  
 
In order to offer this assistance, CORE works with a wide range of experts 
including health and medical professionals, legal professionals, traditional healers, 
women and children’s peer counseling groups, other Human rights organizations 
and activists and community leadership. Special attention has always been given to 
women, youth and children building on the effective agency of these groups in 
support to victims and survivors and in prevention and 
advocacy campaigns. These are also, together with 
traditional leadership and elders, the main targets of 
violations and atrocities. We specially like to mention Irom 
Sharmila, who is now in the six year of fasting, enduring 
unimaginable torment by force feeding. 
 
CORE were consistently monitoring, violation of civil and political rights by state 
agencies in the region and supporting such action else where the country. Reports 
were submitted to the National Commission for Human Rights and on-going 
dialogue is maintained with  various state level commissions in the North East, 
including Women’ commissions in the north-east including Women’ commission. 
We also observed various international days of commemoration - Women’s Day to 
Support for Victims of Torture, Dams, Rivers and Water, Indigenous Peoples and 
others. 

 

Right to Information Act 2005, in Manipur 

 

The Right to Information Act, 2005 was launch into force 

on the 12 of October 2005 and which cover all of Manipur.  
            
CORE as a centre for documentation and research need 
more information from the different department of 
government. We started using the RTI Act as soon as it 
came into force in Manipur in order to test its implementation as well as to acquire 
information about government departments and their activities. We are ourselves 
building our own capacity on how to use this Act effectively and simply so that we 
can serve our constituency better in the future.        
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We have been pressuring to the governmental departments for vital information in 
relation to our own focus of activities and we have succeeded in doing so to a large 
degree. In this endeavour we have closely partnered with the Commonwealth 
Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), an international human rights organisation based 
in New Delhi, and have also become part of the Right to Information campaign at 
the national level.                                   
 

CORE in National, Regional and International Arena 

 

National Police Reform 
 
CORE is involved with the several campaigns advocating on National Police 
Reform in India. Ever since the Supreme Court of India passed its landmark orders 
on the question of police reforms last year, States of the country has become 
obliged by law to take concrete steps to establish organisational mechanisms to 
address the growing inadequacies in police accountability, police services and 
policing. CORE, in close partnership with the Commonwealth Human Rights 
Initiative (CHRI) undertook the only State level consultation on police reforms in 
the Northeastern region. The consultation came with some significant 
recommendations that related to police services, women friendly police stations, 
policing, recruitment and accountability mechanisms.  
 
The organisation also made submissions to the new Police Act Drafting Committee, 
known as the Soli Sorabjee Committee, which was set up the government of India 
to draft a model Police Act for resurgent India. 
 

A strong Regional presence 
 
This is a massive, complex and sensitive task given the wider 
political issues linked with indigenous peoples rights 
concerns in the South Asia region and traditional attitudes 
including governmental attitudes towards indigenous 
peoples. 
Our consistent interventions and growing presence at the 
sub-regional and regional levels has made new demands on 
CORE. One of the major impacts of globalization is 
unquestionably, the development of sub-regional and 
regional processes. The established role of CORE in the 
region as forward-looking indigenous people’s rights 
organization has laid on us increased responsibility of 
developing and strengthening regional platforms for advocacy of indigenous peoples’ 
rights.  
    

 

 

 

 



9 | P a g e  

 

Specific roles in International Community 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The passage of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 
has been a top priority for CORE in all its international and national advocacy and 
lobby activities this year. The UNDRIP was adopted by the newly formed high 
level Human Rights Council of the United Nations and was transmitted to the UN 
General Assembly late last year for its final adoption. The declaration has taken 
over twenty years to reach this final stage of its passage in the UN after its very 
humble beginnings at the level of the Sub-Commission. The UNGA took a no 
action motion on technical grounds at the 61st GA in 2006 with a commitment to see 
it adopted during the present session.  
 
CORE has been in communication with its vast network of partner indigenous 
organisations to lend its voice to every effort being made to see the adoption of this 
long-awaited declaration.  

 

Dissemination of Information 
 
CORE is focused towards community mobilization on 
issues like Infrastructure, dams and rivers, Human Rights, 
Displacement, Trade and Finance, conflicts, policy of 
Government, Cultural Heritage, Community Forest Lands, 
Women’s Rights, Indigenous Rights, general information, 
etc. This resource of information is being made available to 
local, national, International net works and organizations 
through canalized subject, based on the nature contents of 
the information.  
 
The sharing and dissemination of information along with 
our comments is done through Publication, News papers, 
Seminars, Workshops, Conferences, Consultation meetings, alternate media 
channels, through internet email and Telephonic means. 
 

Donors Support from International and national Partners            
 
Women’s Learning Partnership (WLP) 
Water Aid (UK) via Water Aid India 
IUCN via Water and Energy Users’ Federation (WAFED)  
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Forest and European Union Resource Net work (FERN) 
Centre for Education and Communication (CEC) 
Norway Church Aid (NCA) 
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)  
CapNetwork 

 
 

Footsteps Ahead 
 
In the disturbing environment in which CORE functions the need for a strong and 
committed vision is paramount. Young peoples see the little hope and are 
concerned about shorter term but nonetheless critical issues, the opportunity rather 
than even careers, far less the intangibles of policy changes. Opportunities for 
training and exposure are expensive and difficult to come by and give the poor 
standards of education in the reason, qualified persons are hard to come by and 
must generally be provided skills from a very basic level. 
 
The rapid advancement of CORE as an advocate at the regional and international 
levels also requires consolidation and capacity building of its personnel and staff. 
Intensive networking takes up a massive amount of time and skilled resources. 
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The CORE Diary 2006 

EXTRACTS 

Date Venue PURPOSE Organiser/s Attending  
     

31 Dec 
1 Jan  

Dhaka 
International Tipaimukh Dam 
Conference 

Angikar Bangladesh 
Foundation, CORE 
and ors 

Dhaka 
Declaration 

2 Jan  
Large Dams in North Eastern 
Region of India 

BAPA Presentation 

12 Jan 
15 Jan 

Chiang Mai 
Environment Seminar on Burma 
- Natural Resources Exploitation 

Task Force 
Resource 
Person 

     

8-10 Feb Chiang Mai 

Workshop on Legal implication 
of development, land and 
natural resource management 
and environment policies into 
Federal Constitution for future 
Burma 

ECDF 
Resource 
Person 

22 Feb  
 Women's Role in Peace 
building in North-East India 

Ereima Gender 
Impowerment and 
Research Centre 

Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

27-28 Mar New Delhi 
National Conference on the 
Working of the Right to 
Information Act  

Commonwealth 
Human Right Initiative 
(CHRI), Indian Social 
Institute (ISI) 

Kinderson 
Pamei 

27-30 Mar New Delhi 
Consultation on Police Reforms 

CHRI, ISI 
Kinderson 
Pamei 

7 Mar 
Manipur 
Press Club, 
Imphal 

Leaders’ Meet held. Formation 
of Action Committee Against 
Tipaimukh Project (ACTIP)  

CORE, UPF, 
HERICOUN, IPSA 

14 Mar 

Sagolband 
Moirang 
Leirak, 
Imphal 

International Day of Action 
Against Dams, for River, Water 
and Life  Sit – in – protest 
Against Tipaimukh Dam Project 

ACTIP 

CORE team 

5 Mar  
One day discussion on Inner 
Line permit System 

FREINDS (Federation 
of Regional 
Indigenous Society) 

Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

10-18 Mar Davao City RIPP Strategy Meeting UNDP-Asia Region 
Task Force 
member 

31 Mar – 2 
Apr 

Kolkata 
South Asia Region Indigenous 
and Tribal Peoples' Workshop 

Norwegian Church 
Aid 

Presentation 
by Dr Roy  

3 Apr Imphal 
Mass Rally Against Tipaimukh 
Project Public Meeting on 
Tipaimukh Meeting 

Action Committee 
Against Tipaimukh 
Project (ACTIP) 

Member 

8-9 Apr 
Kangla Hall, 
Imphal 

Workshop on stage of Manipuri 
Digital Film Today 

HERICOUN, UPF, 
IPSA 

Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

8 Apr CCpur 
Meeting Leaders of Ccpur town 
lobbying support for Against 
Tipaimukh Dam Project 

ACTIP Member 
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10 Apr Imphal State level Committee meeting  Member 

10-13 Apr Tamenglong 
Leaders Meet of Zeliangrong 
People to discuss for Against 
Tipaimukh Dam Project 

ACTIP Member 

11 Apr Waithou 

Fact Finding Mission for 
Waithou Land incident between 
the Army & Local People of 
Waithou. 

CORE 
Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

12 Apr Imphal 
To attained the meeting of Sana 
Konung Semgat Sagat Lup 
(SKSL) at Palace Compound. 

A joint members of 37 
groups including 
CORE 

Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

20 Apr Imphal 

Press conference at 
HERICOUN Office in connection 
with the Tipaimukh dam 
construction. 

ACTIP 
Kinderson 
Pamei 

20 Apr Imphal 
To attained the meeting of Lei 
Ingkhol Eviction to construct the 
Capitol Project. 

JAC against the 
eviction of Lei Inkhol 

Kinderson 
Pamei & 
Leikhendra 
T. 

23 Apr Imphal 
To attained the meeting of Sana 
Konung Semgat Sagat Lup 
(SKSL) at Palace Compound. 

A joint members of 37 
groups including 
CORE 

Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

26 Apr Imphal 
Return back to Imphal after 
attending Audit Account from 
Guwahati. 

CORE 
Kinder & Dr. 
Roy 

27 Apr Tamenglong 
Leaving Imphal for Tamenglong 
for Tipaimukh Dam Meeting. 

ACTIP Kinder 

27 Apri Imphal 
Dark Day observation at Kangla 
Hall 

HERICON,IPSA,UPF Sunitibala H 

     

7 May Imphal  Nupigee Thoudang SALAI 
Nikola 
Soraisam 

18-25 May Tamenglong 

For Public Meeting against the 
Construction of Tipaimukh Dam 
Project Campaign at 
Tamenglong, Nungba, Noney. 

ACTIP 
Kinderson 
Pammei 

     

21-25 Jun 
Imphal (DM 
Art Campus) 

5 th Manipuri National 
Convention 

AMSU/DESAM/AMC
COM 

Sunitibala 
Huidrom 

24 Jun 

Imphal 
(Jupiter 
Yambem 
Building 

Voice of the Women in Manipur FIFA (CCDD) 
Nikola 
Soraisam 

     

5-6 Aug 

Imphal, State 
Guest House 
& Khuman 
Lampak 
Youth Hostel. 

2-Days Open Discussion on 
Tipaimukh Dam 

ACTIP 
Sunitibala/ 
Kinderson/L
eikhendra 

15 Aug 
Imphal 
(Jupiter 
Yambem 

Discussion on Lei-Ingkhol 
Issues 

CCDD 
Kinderson/ 
Leikhendra 
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5 Sep JAC Lei-
ingkhol 

Press meet on Lei-ingkhol Public 
hearing 

Manipur Press Club, 
Imphal JAC Lei-
ingkhol 

Kinderson 

  5– 6 Sep Asia Human 
Right Centre 
(AHRC) 

Convention & Indigenous day 
Observation 

Guwahati Kinderson 

6 Sep  CCDD One day media Consultation 
Programme on Tipaimukh Dam  

Hotel NIrmala Leikhendra 

6 Sep Human Right 
Alert 

Sharmila Poster Released Manipur press Club, 
Imphal 

Leikhendra 

7 Sep  Kabui Mothers’ 
Association 
(KAMA) 

2nd Foundation Day Observed Community Hall 
Major Khul, Imphal 

Suniti, N. 
Pamei 

9 Sep CORE World Indigenous Peoples’ Day CORE Office CORE 
Members 

26 Sep – 2 
Oct 

BRCT& IRCT Workshop by International 
Rehabilitation Council For Torture 
Victim 

Dhaka, Bangladesh Dr. Roy 

1 Oct CORE Fact finding visit for EJE Killing 
by Army Personal 

Samurai Seniti& 
Leikhendra 

3 Oct Manipur Peace 
& Integrity 
(MAPI) Council 

1- day Conference on Manipur in 
the aftermath of the ISKCON 
bomb blast 

State guest house, 
Imphal 

Leikhendra 

     
23 Oct Forum for Co-

ordination in 
Development& 
Volunteer 
Action for 
Social 
upliftment 

1- Day Public Dialogue on 
Tipaimukh Dam  

New Checkon , 
Imphal 

Kinderson 

3 Oct CORE  One month Internship training CORE Office India Th. 
4 Oct CORE One month Internship training CORE Office Lanbichunglu 

Golmei 
6 Oct MURC/MUSU/

CCDD 
Discussion on Implication of 
Tipaimukh High Dam 

Manipur University,  Indira Th. & 
Leikhendra 

18 Oct CHRI Workshop on Right To 
Information Act 

New Delhi Dr. Roy 

18 Oct MAFYF 5th Foundation Day BOAT Auditorium, 
Imphal 

Indira Th. & 
Leikhendra 

24 Oct CCDD Discussion on Right to 
Information Act & Developmental 
Project 

Khuman Lampak 
Youth Centre Imphal 

N.Pmei & 
Leikhendra 

27 Oct  CORE Fact finding Visit for Torture by 
Army personel 

Lamsang, Imphal 
West 

Leikhendra 

28 Oct CORE Seminar on Mass Com. & Human 
Right 

CORE office Indira Th. 

6 Oct   Join Civil Discussion on Public hearing of Senapati Kinderson 

Building 

25 Aug Imphal 
Discussion on repairing work of 
Konung 

Sana Konung Samgat 
Lup 

Leikhendra 
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Society 
Organisation of 
Naga,Kuki,& 
Manipuri,etc./  

Tipaimukh High Dam  

17 Oct  NCA Visit from Bangalore CORE Office Anitha S 
27 Oct CORE WLP Training  CORE Office Anna Pinto 
28-29 Oct Asian Forum 

for Human 
Rights and 
Development 

2nd Asian Regional Human Right 
Defenders’ Forum 

Thailand Dr. Roy 

     
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


